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e disapproved of the Royal Marriage Bill; ' Because, . he,) I would not have the people think that the validity .arriage depends on the will of man, or that the ritfht of ng depends on the will of man. I should not have been nst making the marriage of any of the royal family without approbation of King and Parliament, highly criminal1/
the morning we had talked of old families, and the
ect due to them.    JOHNSON. ' Sir, you have a right to
kind of respect, and arc arguing for yourself.    I am for
>orting the principle, and am disinterested in doing it, as
ve no such right9.'  BOSWELL. 'Why, Sir, it is one; more
:ement to a man to do well.'    JOHNSON.  ' Yes, Sir, and
a matter of opinion, very necessary to keep .society to.
.er.    What is it but opinion, by which we have a respect
authority, that prevents us, who  are  the  rabble, from
This passage puzzled Mr. Crokcr and Mr. Lockhart. The follmv-2xtract from the Gent. Mag. for Feb. 1772, p. <)2, throws li^ht on ison's meaning:—'This, say the oppose™ of the Hill, is put ting it le King's power to change the order of succession, as he may lot-prevent, if he is so minded, the elder brandies of the family lV««w ying, and therefore may establish the succession in the younger, his as it may, is it not, in fact, converting the holy institution of iage into a mere state contract?' See also the 1'roicsi of four-of the peers in Par/. Hist. xvii, 3gr, ami /xix/, April t<?, f */7j. fli»r-Valpole ends his account of the Marriage Hill by saying : ' Thun .n three weeks were the Thirty-nine Articles allirmed and tlu* Testament deserted.' Journal of //it' AV/V// t>/' oVwi,v ///, i. \'f. carelessly this Act was drawn was shown by Lord Klilon, when rney-General, in the case of the marriage of the Dukr of SIISNCX idy Augusta Murray. 'Lord Thurlow said to me angrily at the* T Council, " Sir, why have you not prosecuted under the* Art of ament all the parties concerned in this abominable marriage ?" •hich I answered, "That it was a very difficult buxirn'HM to pro***--that the Act had been drawn by Lord Mansfield and ,!//•. .•///<»/•-lencral Thurlow, and Mr. Solicitor^Jeneral Weddt'rhurm", and ;kily they had made all parties present at tlu* marring ^nitlty «»( y; and as nobody could prove the marriage except a person who Deen present at it, there could be no prosecution, because noisily ;nt could be compelled to be a witness." This put an end to thr er.' Twiss's Eldon, i. 234. Jee post, May 9, 1773, and May 13,1778.
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